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Response to Comments of Karen H. King, Executive Director, North County Transit District (NCTD), August 23, 2004 
(Letter AL040) 

AL040-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified service along the I-15 
corridor to San Diego as part of the preferred HST system.  Please 
see standard response 6.42.1 in regards to conventional 
improvements on the LOSSSAN (coastal) corridor. 

AL040-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.36.1. 

AL040-3 
Please see standard response 6.42.1 

AL040-4 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.39.1. 

AL040-5 
Acknowledged. The Authority and the FRA look forward to 
continuing to work with NCTD and the cities of San Diego County. 
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Response to Comments of Ronald E. Brummett, Executive Director, Kern Council of Governments, August 25, 2004 
(Letter AL041) 

AL041-1 
Acknowledged. 

AL041-2 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Truxton station site 
(downtown Bakersfield near the existing Amtrak station) as the 
preferred HST station location to serve Kern County. 

AL041-3 
Please see standard response 6.23.1.  The Authority has identified a 
potential HST station at Palmdale to serve the Antelope Valley and 
Eastern Kern County. 

AL041-4 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 
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Response to Comments of Arthur T. Leahy, Chief Executive Officer, Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA), 
August 25, 2004 (Letter AL042) 

AL042-1 
The Authority has identified a preferred HST system that includes 
direct service to Orange County.  Please see standard response 
10.1.7 in regards to the phasing of the system.  The determination 
of an initial operating portion of the system is beyond the scope of 
this program EIR/EIS process. 

AL042-2 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified preferred station sites 
at the Anaheim Transportation Center (to serve Central Orange 
County) and the Irvine Transportation Center (to serve Southern 
Orange County) for potential HST stations.  Please see standard 
response 10.1.7 in regards to the phasing of the HST project.   

AL042-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the LOSSAN corridor as 
the preferred alignment for HST service between Los Angeles and 
Irvine. 

AL042-4 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the LOSSAN corridor as 
the preferred alignment for HST service between Los Angeles and 
Irvine.  The only other feasible alignment which was identified 
during the program EIR/EIS process was the UP Santa Ana freight 
alignment which OCTA does not favor.  Should the HST proposal 
move forward, more detailed preliminary engineering design will be 
required for the LOSSAN corridor as part of project specific studies in 
order to determine the design of the HST alignment.  The Authority 
will continue to work with OCTA, the cities of Orange County, other 
agencies and the public to determine what design options should be 
investigated as part of project specific studies during the scoping of 
those studies. 

AL042-5 
Acknowledged 

AL042-6 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.41.1. 

AL042-7 
Acknowledged.  The Authority looks forward to continuing to work 
with OCTA as the HST project progresses. 
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Comment Letter AL043 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Mark Frederick, Division Manager, Planning and Real Estate, County of Santa Clara, 
Environmental Resources Agency, Parks and Recreation Department, August 25, 2004 (Letter AL043) 

AL043-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1.  The technical report “Alignment 
Configuration and Cross Sections” is available on the Authority’s 
website (www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov). Please see standard 
response 10.1.2.   

The co-lead agencies acknowledge the parks and trails mentioned in 
the comment and will consider these resources in the subsequent 
program-level northern mountain crossing studies and project level 
analyses. 
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Response to Comments of Gwen Owens, Senior Engineer, City of Elk Grove, August 26, 2004 (Letter AL044) 

AL044-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1. 

AL044-2 
Acknowledged.  The configuration of the grade separation at Elk 
Grove Blvd. would be determined as part of future project specific 
study should the HST proposal move forward. 

AL044-3 
Acknowledged.  Financing plans for the HST proposal and financing 
plans for other transportation programs are beyond the scope of this 
program level document. 

AL044-4 
Please see standard response 6.3.1 and standard response 2.16.1. 
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Response to Comments of Larry D. Hansen, Mayor, City of Lodi, August 26, 2004 (Letter AL045) 

AL045-1 
Possible street closures (both permanent and temporary for 
construction) may have potential impacts as noted in Section 3.1.3.b 
of the Final Program EIR/EIS.  The identification of specific street 
closures and analysis of associated impacts is beyond the scope of 
this program level environmental document.  Specific impacts and 
mitigation measures would be identified and analyzed in subsequent 
project level environmental review.   

AL045-2 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Response to Comments of Michael S. Amabile, Mayor, City of Los Banos, August 26, 2004 (Letter AL046) 

AL046-1 
Acknowledged.
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Response to Comments of Keith Greer, Deputy Planning Director, City of San Diego, Planning Department, August 
26, 2004 (Letter AL047) 

AL047-1 
Acknowledged. 

AL047-2 
Acknowledged. The Authority has identified a preferred HST 
alignment that directly connects to downtown San Diego. 

AL047-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified both the Carroll Canyon 
and Miramar Road alignments as the preferred to bring the HST 
service directly to downtown San Diego, one of which would be 
selected during subsequent project specific environmental review.  
The Authority has also identified the University City station site as 
the preferred potential station location to serve Northern San Diego 
(North City). 

AL047-4 
Please see standard response 2.1.12. 

AL047-5 
Please see standard response 2.8.1, the HST system would be fully 
grade separated (meaning there would be no at-grade crossings 
with roads, railroads, or other transportation facilities). 

AL047-6 
Additional right-of-way analysis and preliminary engineering design 
would be part of future project specific studies should the HST 
proposal move forward. 

AL047-7 
Future project specific evaluation of the alignment between Old 
Town and San Diego could include putting the HST infrastructure 
below grade.  The design options investigated, as part of project 
specific evaluation, would be determined during the scoping period 
of those environmental reviews. 

AL047-8 
Acknowledged. 

AL047-9 
Acknowledged. 

AL047-10 
Acknowledged.  Please see Section 3.18 of the Final Program 
EIR/EIS for a discussion of potential construction impacts. 

AL047-11 
Acknowledged. 

AL047-12 
Acknowledged.  See Chapter 3 of the Final Program EIR/EIS under 
each environmental resource section for discussions relating to 
“Design Practices” and Section S.4.5 of the Summary.  Please also 
see response to Comment AL047-2. 
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Comment Letter AL048 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Pete McHugh, Board Chair, County of Santa Clara, Board of Supervisors, August 26, 2004 
(Letter AL048) 

AL048-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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